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Finding Hope and Love 
on the American Road

Two solitary souls find a way to heal – 
with the help of ‘man’s best friend’

TUNKHANNOCK, PENNSYLVANIA – Poker-playing Dawn Carlisle is running from a 

domineering mother, a penchant for alcohol, and an ex-husband suing her for custody of 

their daughter. Abner Weaver, nursing a Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) hangover 

acquired in Vietnam, has drifted back into long haul trucking, his truck cab a “foxhole 

against the world.” On the surface, 3 Aces by Richard Ide is a story about two lost souls; 

deeper down it’s a story about survival and facing the truth.

An injured dog draws Dawn and Abner together. A vicious gang of cardsharks, a globalist 

trucking company owner, and a shower of Las Vegas Texas hold ’em winnings sever their 

relationship — ultimately driving them to a moment of perception and healing.

About the author: Richard Ide has dealt craps in Atlantic City, has been a Wall Street 

broker, and has driven long-haul trucks nearly a million miles over North American 

highways. Richard lives and writes in the Endless Mountains of northeastern 

Pennsylvania.

"Fraught with hazard, pathos, chicanery and danger! I couldn’t put it down. Ide’s first 
novel is a monumental work. Bravo."
— Barbara Edwards, Editor, WorldWide Shipping magazine
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